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closed in; gates should be covered with fine-meshed wire netting, 
and doors should fit to within one-third of an inch of the ground. 

The evidence collected in Calcutta shows that Mus decumanus and 
Nesokia bengalensis play an important part in the diffusion of plague, 
while it has been proved in Australia that Mus rattus, even when 
present in considerable numbers, may be quite unimportant com- 
pared with Mus decumanus as the active agent of plague infection. 
Measures must therefore be devised against all rats, no matter what 
their species. Without the aid of special by-laws and regulations on 
the lines already laid down in Australia it seems highly improbable 
that ordinary measures of extermination will succeed. That the rat- 
flea theory can not be taken as absolutely established shovdd no more 
interfere with our efforts than the probability that the goal may not 
be reached for many a year to come. 

Plague in the Punjab. — At this time plague is raging in the Punjab, 
which lies in the northwestern part of India, and seems to be gain- 
ing ground. A telegram from Lahore dated February 26 says: The 
plague mortality of the Punjab is rising by about a thousand a week, 
and is more than ten times as heavy as it was at this time last year. 
The districts of Ludhiana, Gurdaspur, and Sialkot are the worst 
smitten. The following is the official statement of deaths reported 
from plague during the week ended February 16: The total for the 
province, 9,237; total for previous week, 8,110; total for the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year, 873. 



ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Emigrants recommended 

for rejection. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon McLaughlin reports, March 11, as 
follows : 

Week ended March 9, 1907, vessels inspected at Naples, Messina, 
and Palermo: 
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Rejections recommended. 

NAPLES. 
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JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Cumming reports as follows: 
Number of emigrants per steamship Dakota, sailing January 20, 
1907, recommended for rejection: For Seattle, 1. 
Per steamship Coptic, March 6, 1907: For Honolulu, 5. 
Per steamship Tosa Maru, March 6, 1907: For Seattle, 12. 
Per steamship Tremont, March 11, 1907: For Tacoma, 1. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Veracruz — Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever case and 
death at Paraje Nuevo. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Frick reports, March 23, as follows: 

Week ended March 23, 1907 : 

March 17. Inspected the British steamship Cayo Gitano, bound for 
New Orleans, with 31 in the crew; vessel sails in ballast. Inspected 
the Norwegian steamship City of Mexico, via Tampico, with 19 in the 
crew and 6 passengers; vessel sails in general cargo. 

March 18. Inspected the Norwegian steamship Galveston, bound 
for Texas City via Progreso, with 25 in the crew and 2 passengers; 
vessel sails in general cargo. 

March 19. Inspected the American schooner Kate Feore, bound 
for Mobile, with 8 in the crew; vessel sails in ballast. At the time 
of inspection and departure of the Feore the mate was found to be 
sick. This fact, with history of his illness, as far as obtainable, 
with the opinion, "trouble probably malarial," was indorsed on the 
bill of health. Inspected the British steamship Westhampton, bound 
for a port via Manzanillo, Cuba, with 23 in the crew. 



